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and the third to be chosen by the other two, or, in case
they should disagree, by some friendly state.

No doubt it will be urged that most of the powers
just enumerated, as having embodied the principle of
arbitration in a general treaty applicable to all their
disputes, are weak and insignificant. It is impossible to
contest the truth of this remark; but we must remember
that great movements generally begin on a very narrow
scale. Moreover by the adhesion of the United States
the principle has received the support of one of the great
world-powers whose policy will help to shape the future
of mankind. The development of International Arbi-
tration within the present century has been enormous,
At the beginning it was as difficult to find a case where
it had been successfully applied, as it is now to find a
treaty providing for its use in all questions that arise
between the contracting parties. But nevertheless the
disputes submitted to arbitration steadily increased both
in number and importance, and in the last few years the
arbitral clauses we have described have been inserted in
about twenty commercial treaties. With these facts
before us we have every reason to believe that the
further development of the arbitral process, which is
exemplified in the treaty between Columbia and Hondu-
ras, will not abruptly terminate at the point it has
already reached, but will go on further and further till
all civilized states have adopted it.

We now see clearly that the analogy between public
and private war holds good in the third stage of their
history, just as it did in the first and second. But we
must remember that international courts are not at
present as well organized and effective as state courts.
The alternative to public war is not yet in the same